THE  DIARY  OF 
ALEXANDER  JOHNSTONE 
OF  KIRKLAND,  1723-26 

By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Miller,  F.S.A. 

I 

In  Macfarlane’s  Geographical  Collections  there  is  a valuable  section 
entitled  “ Morwenside  Parish,  Slamanna,  Falkirk,  Bothkennar,  Airth, 
Larbert,  and  Dunipace.  In  Stirlingshire,  1723.  [By]  Mr.  Johnstoun  of 
Kirkland.” 1 It  extends  to  seventeen  and  a half  pages.  Sir  Arthur 
Mitchell,  who  edited  the  book,  classifies  the  writer  among  several  other 
contributors,  as  apparently  ‘‘in  good  social  position.”  2 This  surmise  is 
borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  his  Diary,3  By  it  we  are  admitted  to  his 
acquaintances,  with  a record  of  his  friendships,  his  occupations,  and  his 
interests  during  a period  of  three  years. 

In  the  geographical  delineation  of  Dunipace  parish,  he  describes  the 
situation  of  Kirkland,  of  which  he  was  the  proprietor.  “ Three  quarters 
of  a mile  west  from  the  Kirk  and  house  of  Dunipace,”  he  says,  “ stands 
the  house  of  Kirkland,  upon  the  north  side  of  Carron  and  west  side  of  the 
burn  of  Kirkland,  which  has  its  rise  out  of  the  lime  craig  north  from  the 
house  and  falls  into  the  Carron  at  the  miln-dam  of  Kirkland.”  4 He  was 
also  owner  of  Stonehouse,  an  estate  in  Bothkennar  parish,  whose  situation 
he  describes  thus  : ‘‘a  mile  north  from  the  Kirk  [of  Bothkennar]  stands 
the  house  of  Stonehouse  upon  the  south  side  of  Forth.”  5 Although  known 
as  “Johnstone  of  Kirkland,”  he  did  not  reside  at  Kirkland,  which  was 
let  to  a tenant,  but  at  Stonehouse.  He  also  had  a residence  in  Edin- 
burgh. His  Diary  shows  him  living  part  of  the  year  in  the  capital  and 
the  remainder  at  Stonehouse.  He  made  the  journey  between  the  two 
on  horseback. 

He  appears  to  have  acted  as  an  “overseer”  of  the  roads  in  eastern 

1 Vol.  I (1906),  pp.  316-33.  2 Ibid.,  p.  ix. 

3 This  fragment  of  a Diary  came,  some  years  ago,  into  the  hands  of  the  late 
Rev.  George  Hutton,  B.D.,  of  Bothkennar,  and  by  him  was  loaned  to  the  writer  for 
literary  and  historical  purposes. 

4 Geographical  Collections,  I,  331-32.  6 Ibid.,  p.  325. 
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Stirlingshire  under  an  Act,  passed  in  1669,  “ for  repairing  of  Highways 
and  Bridges.”  This  office  brought  him  into  touch  with  the  residences 
and  other  topographical  features  of  the  parishes  which  he  described  for 
Macfarlane.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  Bothkennar  Church,  and  as  such 
sat  in  the  Presbytery,  Synod,  and  General  Assembly.  The  Diary  reflects 
this  latter  side  of  his  life  almost  exclusively.  He  was  a deeply 
religious  man,  a devoted  adherent  of  the  Revolution  Settlement,  and  a 
Hanoverian.  He  attended  the  meetings  of  a Praying  Society  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  was  a regular  worshipper  in  the  Tolbooth  Church,  whose 
ministers  were  John  M'Laren  and  William  Gusthard,  M.A.  M'Laren 
occupied  the  first  charge  from  1711  to  1734,  and  was  “ one  of  six  who 
protested  against  the  loosing  from  their  parochial  charges  of  Ebenezer 
Erskine  and  his  friends  on  November  16,  1733.”  Gusthard  was  minister 
of  the  second  charge  from  1721  to  1764. 

The  congregation  worshipped  in  the  West  portion  of  St  Giles,  which 
adjoined  the  old  prison  known  as  “ The  Tolbooth,”  after  which  it  was 
apparently  named.1  In  this  connection  the  Diary  is  of  limited  interest 
or  importance,  for  he  often  worshipped  elsewhere.  He  attended  all  the 
communions  in  the  seven  Stirlingshire  churches.  In  addition  to  the 
texts,  he  gives  an  analysis  of  the  sermons  he  heard  and  the  names  of  the 
officiating  ministers.  He  was  a sedulous  well-wisher  of  the  great  Carstares, 
who  died  in  1715,  and  showed  himself  greatly  concerned  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  Church,  for  the  Marrow  Controversy  was  agitating  it  during 
the  period  covered  by  the  Diary.  He  foresaw  the  threatened  rift  arising 
from  the  prosecution  of  the  Marrow  Men,  and  tried,  so  far  as  he  could,  to 
preserve  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  whole  Church. 

He  sat  in  meetings  of  the  heritors  in  both  of  the  parishes  of  Dunipace, 
and  Bothkennar,  and  was  on  terms  of  friendship  with  all  the  neighbouring 
proprietors.  While  the  Diary  is  almost  exclusively  a religious  record, 
chronicling  the  inner  life  of  Johnstone  himself  and  his  reactions  to  the 
sermons,  in  listening  to  which  was  his  chief  delight,  it  nevertheless  sheds 
a fresh  and  vivid  light  upon  ecclesiastical  and  political  questions  and 
persons  of  the  time. 


II 

The  Diary  contains  a few  notes  on  certain  events  of  the  time,  and  the 
following  extracts  are  given  as  examples. 

1.  Wednesday , January  30 , 1723.  “ This  day  I met  with  one  George 

Bryssen,  mer‘  here,  an  old  man,  aged  74  years,  who  was  at  the  fight  at  Bothwel 
bridge,  1679,  and  afterwards,  1685,  came  over  with  Argile.  He  told  me  the 
history  of  both,  and  that  of  Argile’s  very  particularly.” 

1 Scott’s  Fasti,  I,  117. 
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Brysson  was  a well-known  figure  of  the  days  of  the  Persecution. 
There  is  some  doubt  as  to  his  age.  Dr  M'Crie,  in  his  edition  of  the  Memoirs 
of  Mr  William  Veitch  and  George  Brysson,  gives  in  his  notes  (p.  347)  1721 
as  the  last  known  proximate  year  of  his  death,  but  the  Diarist  sends  it 
forward  to  1723  at  least.  The  Argyle  Expedition  was  that  made  into 
Scotland  in  favour  of  the  claims  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  to  the  throne, 
which  ended  so  disastrously  for  its  leader. 

In  the  preface  M'Crie  says  that  “ Brysson’s  Memoir  appears  to  me  to 
be  a masterpiece  of  the  kind,  for  unaffected  simplicity  and  the  natural 
pictures  in  historical  description.” 

2.  Sabbath,  February  5,  1723.  “ Heard  a young  man,  Mr  Alexander 
Wardrope,  from  Romans  8,  8.”  Fryday,  August  5,  1723.  “ The  Com- 

mission did  rise  this  day.  I cannot  but  here  give  some  short  account  of  their 
treating  a person  (a  probationer)  called  Mr  Alexander  Wardrope,  son  to  Mr 
david  Wardrope  of  Coll  in  the  parish  of  Livingstone  in  Linlithgowshire.  This 
young  man,  some  years  agoe  went  to  Murray  to  reside  for  his  health  [and]  to 
see  some  friends.  While  he  was  there,  the  Laird  of  Brody  invited  him  to  his 
family,  where  he  stayed  some  six  months  or  more ; during  this  time  the  Presby- 
tery of  Forres  thought  fit  to  desire  him  to  enter  upon  tryalls.  He,  not  thinking 
of  such  a thing  when  he  came  off  (as  I am  informed)  took  no  testimonials 
directly  for  that  end  ; but  only  such  as  are  ordinary  for  young  men,  viz.,  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Linlithgow  and  the  parish  where  he  was  born,  testifying 
his  life  and  conversation  : and  one  from  professor  Hamilton  in  Edr : where 
he  studied  divinitie.  They  did  enter  him  upon  tryalls,  and  licenced  him  to 
preach  the  Gospel ; his  licence  only  bearing  that  he  had  subscrived  the 
formula  1694 1 (which  was  merely  a mistake  of  the  clerk  in  writing  his  licence) 
when  at  the  same  time  he  had  subscrived  that  of  1 7 1 1 .2  When  he  came  south, 
he  was  called  to  preach  here  (at  Edr)  and  the  presbytery  called  for  the 
Licence  and  quarreled  the  mistake,  and  refused  not  only  to  let  him  preach 
but  was  about  to  take  the  licence  from  him  (as  it  is  said)  upon  which  he  wrote 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Forres  and  got  an  exact  licence,  agreeable  with  the 
formula  1711.  Yet  nevertheless  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  referred  the 
matter  to  the  Synod  of  Lothian  ; and  they  to  the  Commission  Novr  last,  and 
that,  to  this  March  commission. 

“ This  affair  was  hotly  disputed  in  both  sides ; but  the  management  of  some 
gave  me  great  cause  of  grief,  viz.,  that  whenever  they  found  matters  going 
against  them  they  dropt  out  of  the  commission  one  by  one,  before  there  was 
so  few  left,  that  yr  was  not  a quorum  ; then  those  that  had  stayed  behind 
moved  to  call  rolle  to  see  if  there  were  a quorum.  This  I saw  twice  practised 
in  this  same  affair.  . . . The  issue  of  the  whole  was  this,  that  the  commission 
advised  the  Presbytery  of  Edr  : to  approve  the  Licence  upon  the  young  man’s 
signing  the  formula  17 11  before  them.  The  cause  of  all  this  bustle,  so  far 
as  I could  observe  was  a fear  of  this  youth’s  being  of  the  strictest  of  our 
principles,  such  as  this  day  cannot  endure.  I know  no  other  reason  of  their 

1 Acts  of  Ass.  1694,  pp.  io-ii.  The  terms  are  not  printed. 

2 Ibid.,  1711,  p.  18. 
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Judging,  but  that  his  brother  Mr  Wm  : chyrurgeon  in  Edr  : is  so,  and  that  his 
father  was  so  before  him.” 

This  Alexander  Wardrope  was  the  son  of  David  Wardrope  of  Colt, 
Livingstone.  He  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Forres  on  March  13, 
1721,  and  ordained  at  Muckhart  on  April  7, 1725  ; thereafter,  on  March  2, 
1732,  he  was  translated  to  Milncraig,  Whitburn.  He  died  on  June  13, 
1759,  in  his  sixty-sixth  year. — Scott’s  Fasti , I,  235.  He  assisted  regularly 
at  Slamannan  Communion,  c.  1730-54. 

3.  Saturday,  February  16,  1723.  “ Dined  with  Mr  Keid,  minr  of  the 

Gospell  at  the  Queensferry.  Had  some  converse  with  him  anent  the  times, 
and  the  prevailing  evils  yrin.  He  is  a worthy,  good  man,  loves  to  keep  near 
the  Lord  in  this  prophane  and  degenerate  age,  which  has  occasioned  some 
trouble  to  him  and  others.” 

The  Rev.  James  Kid  was  one  of  the  twelve  “ Marrowmen  Men  ” who 
signed  the  Representation  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1721.  He  is  described 
as  “ a man  of  singular  boldness  ” (Hist,  of  Secession  and  Relief  Fathers — 
United  Presbyterian  Fathers,  p.  26),  and  was  chosen  to  lay  a Protest  on 
the  table  of  the  Asssmbly,  that  the  Act  of  1720  was  “ contrary  to  the 
Word  of  God  and  to  the  foresaid  standards  of  doctrine  and  covenants.” 

4.  Monday,  February  18, 1723.  “ Stayed  in  the  house  untill  the  evening, 

being  somewhat  busie ; went  afterwards  to  a club  of  sober  persons  to  receive 
the  news  of  the  Town,  which  centred  in  the  affair  of  Mr  Patrick  Haldane 
having  got  a letter  to  be  Lord  of  the  Session 1 from  the  King,  yet  mightily 
opposed  by  some  of  the  Lords.  I was  greatly  oppressed  with  the  fears  of 
these  practices,  that  they  might  end  in  shaking  the  very  bases  of  the  happy 
Revolution.  There  was  a very  strict  enquiry  in  Mr  H:  Life  and  conversation 
for  sealls  years  back,  thereby  to  procure  matter  for  his  rejection  ; this  was  a 
sort  of  inquisition,  so  very  hard  for  any  to  stand  against  it.  I see  there  is  no 
religion  at  their  views,  only  party,  which  is  very  miserable.”  Tuesday, 
February  26, 1723.  “ While  I was  hearing  sermon,  I had  a suggestion  what  if  I 

was  called  in  the  affair  of  Mr  Haldane,  what  could  I say  anent  him.  I slighted 
this  as  impertinent,  but  when  I came  home  to  my  house  found  that  one  of  the 
macers  had  been  yr  ordering  me  to  appear  before  the  Lords  at  three  o’clock 
to  declare  what  I knew  anent  Mr  Patrick  Haldane.  What  had  occurred  in 
the  kirk  concerning  this  made  me  easie : and  in  regard  that  I am  no  ready 
spokesman  I drew  it  up  in  this  order,  either  to  give  in  to  the  Lords,  or  to  be 
useful  to  me  when  I should  depone.  The  tenor  whereof  follows.  I,  Alexander 
Johnstone  of  Kirkland,  do  hereby  testify  and  declare  That  since  my  first 
acquaintance  with  Mr  Patrick  Haldane,  advocate,  (qch  was  in  the  end  of  July 
or  beginning  of  August  1720  years)  That  I have  found  him  in  all  conveisations 
a very  strict  Adherer  and  fast  friend  to  his  Matie  King  George  and  the  Pro- 
testant succession  settled  in  his  majesties  family  ; That  in  all  businesses  and 

1 I.e.  of  what  is  now  the  Court  of  Session. 
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affairs  that  ever  were  between  Mr  Patrick  Haldane  and  me,  he  acted  yrin 
suitable  to  his  station  not  only  as  a man,  but  as  a Christian  : And  that  he 
hath  been  ever  since  he  came  to  the  country  where  I have  any  concerns  a very 
useful  gentleman  both  with  respect  to  the  publict  and  private  concerns 
thereof ; which  I have  no  doubt  but  many  if  required  will  declare.  This  I 
have  written  and  subscribed  at  Edinburgh  the  twenty-sixth  of  Febry  1723.  I 
waited  upon  the  House  from  three  untill  near  sixth,  was  not  called  to  depone, 
but  give  in  my  declaration  to  Mr.  Cockburn  the  Lord  Ormiston  (Justice  Clerk) 
his  son  to  be  presented  to  the  Lords  when  called  for.  So  matters  continued 
this  night.  What  I have  said  in  this  matter,  is  clear  to  me  and  many  of  Mr 
Haldane’s  neighbours  in  our  countrey.  What  he  was  before  he  came  to  us  I 
know  not. — W ednesday , February  27, 1723.  Attended  the  Session  house  and 
found  that  the  Lords  sustained  the  declarations  without  taking  the  declarers’ 
oaths.  . . . This  day  very  much  weighted  with  the  concerns  of  the  publict 
fearing  that  the  party  affairs  should  blow  up  the  happy  constitution  of 
Church  and  State. — Thursday,  February  28,  1237.  The  Lords  of  Session 
ended  Mr  Haldane’s  affair  this  day  for  the  session.” 

Haldane  had  been  appointed  by  the  Crown  to  a seat  on  the  Bench, 
and  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  resolved  to  oppose  the  appointment.  The 
Lords  themselves  pronounced  against  it.  The  general  public  were  also 
hostile  and  considerable  agitation  followed.  The  Government  at  last 
withdrew  the  nomination.  See  Hill  Burton : Hist,  of  Scot.,  VIII,  351-52 ; 
The  Haldanes  of  Gleneagles,  by  General  Sir  J.  Alymer  L.  Haldane,  Edin., 
1929.  Robert  and  James  Haldane,  the  evangelists,  were  of  the  same 
family. 

5.  Monday,  February  4, 1723.  “ A neighbour  visited  me  in  the  afternoon, 
had  a long  discourse  about  a late  pamphlet  called  an  Essay  concerning  Legal 
and  Gospel  preaching.  I cannot  but  say  I got  light  in  arguing  upon  some 
points.  0 what  a miserable  thing  is  it  for  any  society  to  be  divided,  particu- 
larly the  Church.  Much  concerned  with  the  divisions  to  the  weighing  of  my 
spirit.” 

An  Essay  upon  Legal  and  Gospel  Preaching  was  an  anonymous  i2mo 
pamphlet  on  the  side  of  the  opponents  of  the  Marrow.  It  was  answered 
by  A Review  of  an  Essay  upon  Gospel  and  Legal  Preaching,  supposed  to  be 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Riccartoun,  of  Hobkirk.  Both  pamphlets  are  of 
I723- 

6.  Wednesday,  September  3,  1723.  “ Met  with  the  society  for  prayer, 
who  had  appointed  this  day  from  ten  in  the  morning  to  six  at  night  to  be 
spent  in  religious  duties  for  our  own  sins  and  the  sins  of  the  land  of  our  nativitie, 
and  they  ordered  me  to  begin  qch  I did  by  singing  a part  of  the  51  psalm,  and 
reading  the  3 chapter  of  Jeremiah.  . . . The  members  present  were  Mr 
Michael  Menzies,  advocate,  Mr  John  M'Cartney,  Mr  George  Andrew,  mer1,  Tho  : 
Eliot,  writter,  Mr  Halbert  Munro,  Mr  Charles  Logan,  student  of  divinity, 
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and  myself.  . . . We  went  (I  mean  five  of  us)  to  a publict  house  to  get  a 
refreshment,  where  I was  much  edified,  particularly  by  Mr  Menzies,  his  dis- 
course, and  answering  some  cases.” 

This  is  an  example  of  a meeting  of  the  Praying  Societies,  which  con- 
tinued throughout  the  eighteenth  century  and  in  some  cases  into  the 
nineteenth.  They  were  not  confined  to  the  lower  classes,  as  is  evident 
from  the  names  of  those  present  at  this  meeting.  Logan  never  seems  to 
have  occupied  a Scottish  charge. 
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